
Migration and early settlement
1 This topic covers problems of lawlessness in the new towns and 

settlements and attempts to overcome these problems

Key events
2 1850 – Pinkerton Detective Agency formed

3 1866 – Train robbery carried out by the Reno Gang

4 1877 – Billy the Kid shot Frank Cahill in self-defence – his first killing (of 
21)

5 1878 – Billy the Kid involved in the Lincoln County War, New Mexico
6 1881 – Billy the Kid shot and killed by Sheriff Pat Garrett
7 1881 – Gunfight at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Arizona
8 1882 – Morgan Earp shot and killed
9 1892 – The Johnson County War
Key Concepts / Events
10 Federal government  / federal law  Federal government is This is the 

government over all the states in America. The federal government 
decided on the laws for each territory. It also appointed a governor for 
the territory, three judges to hear court cases and a US Marshal who was 
responsible for law enforcement

11 Gunfight at the OK Corral  There had been trouble between the Earp 
brothers  - Wyatt, Morgan and Virgil (who were the lawmen) and a 
group of cowboys who had been rustling cattle and robbing 
stagecoaches. In the gunfight, the Earps shot and killed 3 of the cowboys

12 Johnson County War  This is an example of a range war (an armed 
conflict between different groups for control of the land).  The Johnson 
County War was a range war between cattle barons on one side, and 
homesteaders and small ranchers on the other

Key Words / People

13 outlaws Criminals who were on the run from the law
14 deserters Soldiers who run away from the army. This was a criminal 

offence
15 US Marshal A police officer in charge of a district. They were 

appointed by the government. They could appoint 
deputies to help them

16 sheriff A law officer elected by the local community. They had 
the responsibility of keeping the peace. They also carried 
out orders of a law court, made arrests and delivered 
people to jail

17 posse A group of men called together by a sheriff or marshal to 
help enforce the law

18 vigilantes Citizens who take the law into their own hands and 
punish suspected lawbreakers themselves

19 Pinkerton 
Detective Agency

A private law enforcement agency (not managed by the 
government). They tracked down outlaws and brought 
them to justice

20 lynching When a group of people take the law into their own 
hands and execute someone they suspect of a crime 
(usually by hanging)

21 Hell on Wheels Name given to new towns created by the railroads 
because they were so lawless

22 OK Corral A corral is an enclosure for horses. The OK Corral is where 
a famous gunfight took place

23 road agents Gangs of criminals who waited in isolated spots along 
roads to rob travellers

24 claim jumping If someone stole your claim to land it was claim jumping

25 Reno Gang A group of Civil War deserters, con-men and thieves who 
terrorised communities

26 Billy the Kid Notorious outlaw who escaped jail
27 Pat Garrett The lawman (sheriff) who shot Billy the Kid

28 Wyatt Earp Lawman who fought outlaws at the OK Corral
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