
Anglo-Saxon
1 People who settled in England after the Romans left Britain. They came 

from different parts of what is now Germany, Belgium and the 
Netherlands

Key events
2 1053 Death of Earl Godwin; Harold Godwinson becomes Earl of Wessex
3 1064 Harold's embassy to Normandy
4 1065 Uprising against Earl Tostig; Tostig exiled
5 1066 Death of Edward the Confessor; Harold becomes king
6 20th September 1066 The Battle of Gate Fulford
7 25th September 1066 The Battle of Stamford Bridge
8 14th October 1066 The Battle of Hastings

Key Concepts
9 The Danelaw: The part of England where Danish (Viking) power had 

been strongest and which kept some of its Danish laws  instead of Anglo 
Saxon ones.

10 Succession: The process that describes who should be the next king or 
queen and ‘succeed’ to the throne

11 Blood feuds: A revenge system based on family loyalties and honour. If 
someone was killed, the victim’s family had the right to kill someone 
from the murderer’s family, who then had the right to revenge 
themselves , and so on

12 Oath: A solemn promise to do something. Anglo-Saxons swore oaths on 
holy relics to make especially binding. A relic was often a body part of as 
dead saint. Kept in a special casket. 

Key Words

13 Aristocracy The people in society who are seen as being important 
because of their wealth and power, which they have often 
inherited from their parents and ancestors

14 Earls Highest Anglo-Saxon aristocracy. 

15 Thegns Local  lords

16 Ceorls ‘Free’ peasants not tied to their land

17 Shire Reeve An official of the king: his sheriff

18 Anointed To put sacred oil on someone as part of a religious 
ceremony 

19 The Witan The council that advised the king on issues of government

20 Geld tax A tax on land. It went to the King

21 Slaves Slaves could be bought or sold

22 Hundred A unit of land administration

23 Tithings An administrative unit that was a group of ten households

24 Embassy An official visit by representatives of one ruler to another 
ruler

25 House of 
Godwin

The ‘house’ of Godwin refers to the Godwin family. 

26 Hostages People given another country as part of an oath or 
agreement.

27 Beacon 
signals

Fires lit along a chain of high places (cliffs, hill top) to signal 
over long distances in an invasion has occurred.

28 Shield Wall The defence tactic used by Harold’s army during the Battle 
of Hastings 

29 Knights The most important members of Williams army who were 
mounted on horseback. 

30 Housecarl The elite members of Harold's army. 

31 Fyrd Harold's ordinary soldiers
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