
Norman England 
1 After William won the Battle of Hastings in 1066 this began the period of 

the Normans kings.

Key events
2 25th December 1066: William was crowned king
3 1066: submission of the Earls
4 1068: Revolt of Edwin and Morca

5 1069: Edgar the Aethling and the rebellions in the north

6 1070-71: Hareward the Wake and the rebellion at Ely

7 1069-70: The harrying of the North
8 1075: Revolt of the Earls

Key Concepts
9 Submission: Formal acceptance of and surrender  to authority 

10 Marcher earldoms: these were the three new earldoms that Williams 
established centred on Hereford, Shrewsbury and Chester

11 Rebellions /revolt: This is an act of resistance towards Williams rule. 
There were a number of rebellions that happened between 1066 and 
1088

12 Genocide: A deliberate and organised attempt to exterminate an entire 
group of people . 

Key Words

13 March An Anglo-Saxon term for border

14 Colonisation When one country encourages the migration of its 
people to another country

15 Motte The mound of earth that the castle stood on

16 Bailey The outer part of the castle, surrounding the motte and 
protected by a fence or a wall

17 Castellan The governor of a castle and its surrounding lands 
(castlery); its lord or a steward of the local lord.

18 Harrying An archaic (old) word meaning to lay waste to 
something, devastate it

19 Guerrilla war When small bands attack a larger force by surprise and 
then disappear back into the local population.

20 Tenants-in-chief The large landholders of Norman England who held their 
land directly from the king

21 Forfeit To lose something as a punishment for committing a 
crime

23 Tenure ‘To hold’ in Latin – Its short, but precise , way of talking 
about landholding and landownership

24 Vassal Someone who holds their land in return for services to 
their Norman lord

25 Reconciliation To find ways for former enemies to forgive each other 

26 Magnate The historical term for a great man, an important and 
influential figure

27 Excommunication Cutting off someone from the Church community so that 
they are unable to confess their sins before thy die which 
people believe would prevent them from ever going to 
heaven. 
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