
Norman England 
1 After William won the Battle of Hastings in 1066 this began the period of 

the Normans kings.

Key events
2 Introduction of the feudal system

Lanfranc’s reforms of the Church

3 The introduction of the ‘Forest’

4 1086 The Domesday Book

5 1087 The Death of William

6 1087: William Rufus and the defeat of Robert and Odo

Key Concepts
7 Feudalism: The system which William created in England after 1066. It 

was a simple, but effective system, where all land was owned by the 
King. One quarter was kept by the King as his personal property, some 
was given to the church and the rest was leased out under strict 
controls. In return William’s tenants in chief would pledge their loyalty to 
William and provide knights .

8 Landholding: Within the Feudal System William owned all the land. This 
system encouraged loyalty to William 

9 Normanisation: This was the process by which William started to turn 
England into what he wanted it to and  in doing so increase his power. 
The Church was one way in which William successfully Normanised.

10 Succession: Instructions who is to take the throne after the Death of a 
king. William decided that his eldest son Robert Curthose  should 
succeed. 

Key Words

11 Fief Land held by a vassal in return for service to a lord.

12 Knight Service The duty to provide a mounted knight to the king in 
exchange for  a grant of land.

13 Homage To demonstrate another person publically.

14 Regent Someone appointed to act for a king or a queen when 
they are underage, or unable to rule because of illness or 
are out of the country.

15 Demesne The land that the king or a tenant kept for his own use 
rather than granting it as a fief to an under-tenant. It is 
pronounced as ‘de-mean’.

16 Logistics The planning and organisation of supplies for troops and 
moving around.

Knowledge Organiser: Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060 – 88
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Key People

17 Lanfranc Lanfranc was appointed as the Archbishop of Canterbury 
as replacement for Stigand.

18 Stigand Stigand was the Anglo-Saxon Archbishop of Canterbury.

19 Bishop Odo Odo was William’s half brother.

20 William Rufus William Rufus was William I favourite son.

21 Robert Curthose Robert Curthose was William I eldest son and chosen 
successor .


