
The Western front
1 The area where British soldiers fought in trenches in France during the First 

World War.

Key events
2 1895 – Wilhelm Roentgen developed x-rays.

3 1898 – the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC) was founded.
4 1901 – Karl Landsteiner discovered the existence of blood groups.
5 1907 – First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY) was founded.
6 1914 – First World War begins.
7 1914 – First Battle of Ypres.
8 1915 – Second Battle of Ypres.
9 1916 – Battle of the Somme.
10 1917 – Battle of Arras.
11 1917 – Third Battle of Ypres.
12 1917 – Battle of Cambrai.
13 1917 – First blood depot is used at the Battle of Cambrai.

14 1918 – First World War ends.

Key Words

17 Blood 
transfusion

Blood taken from a healthy person and given to another 
person.

18 Universal blood 
groups

This blood group can be used in a transfusion to a 
recipient with any other blood group.

19 Front line trench This was where attacks would be made from.

20 No-man’s land The area between two opposing lines of trenches.

21 Dugouts Holes dug into the sides of the trenches where men could 
take protective cover when needed.

22 Reserve trench This was where reserve troops could be mobilised for a 
counter-attack if the frontline trench was captured by the 
enemy.

23 Communication 
trench

These ran between the other trenches.

24 B E F The British Expeditionary Force made up of 70,000 
professional soldiers.
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26 Trench foot Painful swelling of the feet caused by 
standing in cold mud and water.

27 Trench fever Flu-like symptoms with high temperature,
headache and aching muscles.

28 Shellshock Symptoms included tiredness, headaches, 
nightmares, loss of sleep, uncontrollable 
shaking and complete mental breakdown.

29 Casualty clearing
station

Located a sufficient distance from the 
frontline to provide safety against attack.
Soldiers’ injuries would be triaged here.

30 Regimental aid post Located within 200m of the frontline. 
Wounded men would either walk in 
themselves or be carried in by other 
soldiers.

31 Dressing station Staffed by 10 medical officers plus 
medical orderlies and stretcher bearers of 
the RAMC.

32 Neurosurgery Surgery carried out on the nervous 
system, especially the brain and the spine.

33 Local anaesthetic Keeping a patient awake during an 
operation with the area being operated 
on numbed to prevent pain.

34 General anaesthetic Putting a patient to sleep during an 
operation.

35 Thomas splint A splint designed by Hugh Thomas to stop 
the joints from moving.

36 Base hospitals Hospitals close to the ports from which 
men were transported home to Britain.

37 Stretcher bearer Men who carried away large numbers of 
wounded from the frontline. They were 
often exposed to shelling and gunfire.


